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Sir: 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Prior to the examination of the above application, please amend this application 
as follows: 

IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

Page 20, replace the fifth full paragraph and the sixth paragraph bridging page 

21 , with the following new paragraphs: 
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A solenoid-operated shut-off valve 58 is disposed in parallel with the first-fill 
device 52. In the closed state of this valve 58, the flow of the working fluid from the ring 
chamber 46 to the reservoir 54 is inhibited by the first-fill device 52. On the other hand, 
in the opening state of the solenoid-operated shut-off valve 58, the working fluid is 
supplied from the ring chamber 46 to the reservoir 54 mainly through the solenoid- 
operated shut-off-valve 58. That is, the flow of the working fluid is permitted even if the 



